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“ I called MRC Westgate my second home…” 

 

Memories of days gone by spring to mind when I think of the day when I first arrived in 

Australia. Sometimes I can still feel like everything just happened yesterday. 

Hi my name is Ms. Thanh Nguyen, I have been living in Australia for over 8 years. I’m 

single mum with 2 most beautiful children Minh Tran 7 and Mai Tran 8. 

As you can understand being a women in Vietnam wasn’t like living in Australia. We 

couldn't go to school like Australian kids, no education was provided to village people 

like us, even if there was education my family was too poor to sent me to school. Women 

were to stay home and learnt to cook and grown up to be a good house wife.  We were 

raised up mainly living in the street more than in happy home.  My first job was to go 

fishing with my family when I turned 13 years old.. The income I made was enough just 

to feed myself through out the year. 

When I got married to my ex husband whom held an Australian passport I thought I could 

never see my family again. What will my life be after today I thought before I left my 

beloved country. Where would Australia’s life lead me? Without an answer I arrived to 

Australia with no education background or no knowledge of English at all. No skills no 

English at all, I could do was to be a wonderful house wife and a helpful mother to my 

children. 

Time went by and things were getting rough. My ex husband was an abused man. We 

would fight day and night. I can still here his loud voice and my children crying some-

times in my sleep. Everything was like a nightmare. 

The reason I called MRG Westgate my second home because during the rough period I 

went through, MRC Westgate was not just a community that help my family and I but the 

staff were also my family. I would visited the office and talked to staff all the time. MRG 

Westgate helped me not just like a new migrants but they treated me like a person just like 

anyone else. I felt I was at home when I visited the office. MRG Westgate helped me to 

have a real house to lived in so I could sent my children to school. They referred me to 

English course so I can studied and learn to read, write and speak English like everyone 

else.   

This is the first time in my life I felt Australia like home. I am treated as an Australian 

citizen and felt that I’m useful in many ways. 

MRG Westgate is always open arm to many other people like myself. Please don’t do 

what I did back than, come and ask for help don’t keep your sorrow to yourself, it will 

never goes away. MRG Westgate helped  my family and I, and they can HELP YOU!!! 

 

Phan Thiet, Vietnam :My home, My land, My childbirth... 


